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There is a tradition of
defining affixed word
forms as artichoke-like
structures consisting of a
stem that hosts
successive, progressively
peripheral layers of
affixes:

( aff ( aff (stem) aff ) aff )



Yet, many morphological
descriptions instead
define affixed word forms
as having the multiply
pinnate structure of a
bladderfern, consisting of
a stem that hosts affixes
that may themselves host
affixes:

(( aff aff )( stem )( aff aff ))




Besides shedding important light on one variety of
multiple exponence, the distinction between carrier

affixes and dependent affixes suggests a conception
of morphotactic structure in which affixes may

themselves be morphologically complex:

carrier N dependent = compound
affix affix B affix
realizing o realizing T realizingoUTt
(Better:  carrier . dependent ~  compound
rule rule B rule

realizing o realizing T realizing o U 1)
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That is,

* a dependent affix is an exponent of some
property set o0 whose appearance may be
contingent on that of some other affix, its
carrier; and

* a dependent affix and its carrier together form a
compound affix.



This conception of dependent affixes provides one way of
accounting for the varied ways in which they behave.
Here, | discuss three dimensions of variation:

* Some dependent affixes invariably require a carrier
affix, others don’t.

 Some dependent affixes participate in a wider variety of
morphotactic relations than others.

 Some dependent affixes may have more than one
carrier in the same word form, others not.



Some dependent affixes have to have a carrier.



Some dependent affixes have to have a carrier.

The first-person singular agent suffix -n
in Limbu [Kiranti; Nepal]
(positive forms of HU?MA? ‘teach’)

stem NE € U N SI N
Nonpreterite 1s2>2s hu? ne

1s2>2d hu? ne ci’ n
1s>2p hu? n(e) i N
1s2>3s  hu?r u n

1s2>3d hu?r n si n
1s2>3p hu?r u n si n

Preterite 1s2>2s hu? n(e) ¢

1s>2d hu? n(e) ¢ cit 1
1s2>2p hu? n(e) (g) i N
1s=>3s  hu?r () u n

1s2>3d hu?r () u n si
1s2>3p hu?r () u n si n

1. alternant of si (van Driem 1987: 77)




Some dependent affixes have to have a carrier.

Limbu verb agreement

Content Exponence
a. {3" person patient} -u
b. {nonsingular patient} -si
{nonthird plural patient} -i

{1* singular agent} -n




Some dependent affixes have to have a carrier.

Limbu verb agreement

Content Exponence
a. {3 person patient} -u
{3" person patient, 1° singular agent} -un
b. {nonsingular patient} -si
{nonthird plural patient} -i
{nonsingular patient, 1° singular agent} -sin
{nonthird plural patient, 1° singular agent} -in

{1* singular agent} -n
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Some dependent affixes have a carrier only if one is handy.



Some dependent affixes have a carrier only if one is handy.

Swahili relative affixes

a. Vvitabu a-vi-soma-vyo Hamisi
books.cL.8 sBJ:cL.1-0BJ:CL.8-read-REL:CL.8 Hamisi.cL.1

‘the books which Hamisi reads’



Some dependent affixes have a carrier only if one is handy.

Swahili relative affixes

a. vitabu a-vi-soma-vyo Hamisi
books.cL.8 sBJ:cL.1-0BJ:CL.8-read-REL:CL.8 Hamisi.cL.1
‘the books which Hamisi reads’

b. vitabu a-na-vyo-vi-soma Hamisi
books.cL.8 sBJ:CL.1-TNS-REL:CL.8-0BJ:CL.8-read Hamisi.cL.1
‘the books which Hamisi is reading’

c. vitabu a-si-vyo-vi-soma Hamisi
books.cL.8 sBJ:CL.1-NEG-REL:CL.8-0BJ:CL.8-read Hamisi.cL.1
‘the books which Hamisi doesn’t read’



Some dependent affixes have a carrier only if one is handy.

Swahili relative affixes

{REL:class 8} -vyo

{pres} na-




Some dependent affixes have a carrier only if one is handy.

Swahili relative affixes

{REL:class 8} -vyo
{pres} na-

{pres, REL:class 8} navyo-
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Some dependent affixes take only one sort of carrier.



Some dependent affixes take only one sort of carrier.

Past- and perfect-tense forms of HUR ‘see’
in Pengo [S. Central Dravidian]

Singular Plural
EXCL. -t-
Past 15t hur-t-an XCL. hur-t-ap,
INCL. hur-t-as
nd hur-t-ay hur-t-ader
3 m.  hurt-an hur-t-ar
f hur-t-ik
hur-t-at ,
n. hur-t-in
Perfect . EXCL. hur-t-ap-na
1 hur-t-an-n-a ' ’
j 7 7 INCL. hur-t-ah-na
" hur-t-ay-na hur-t-ader-na
3 'm.  hur-t-an-na hur-t-ar-na
f. hur-t-ik-n-ik
hur-t-at-na , _
n. hur-t-in-n-in




Some dependent affixes take only one sort of carrier.

Past- and perfect-tense forms of HUR ‘see’
in Pengo [S. Central Dravidian]

Singular Plural
EXCL. hur-t-
Past 15t hur-t-an XCL. hur-t-ap,
INCL. hur-t-as
2" hur-t-ay | Dependent agreement
3 m.  hur-t-an |suffixes
f C .. : :
hur-t-at | Carrier is likewise suffixal
n. TTaT=t=1T]
Perfect . EXCL. hur-t-ap-na
1 hur-t-an-n-a ' ’
j 9 7 INCL. hur-t-ah-na
" hur-t-ay-na hur-t-ader-na
3 'm.  hur-t-an-na hur-t-ar-na
f. hur-t-ik-n-ik
hur-t-at-na ) )
n. hur-t-in-n-in




Some dependent affixes may take >1 sort of carrier.

The inflection of the adjective YAK ‘big’

in Noon [Atlantic-Congo; Senegal]
Noun Definite

Indefinite : : :
class Location 1 Location 2 Location 3

Nondim. Inanim. sg cL.1 w-i-yak  w-i-yak-w-ii  w-i-yak-w-um  w-i-yak-w-aa
CL.2 f-i-yak f-i-yak-f-ii  f-i-yak-f-um f-i-yak-f-aa
cL.3 m-i-yak  m-i-yak-m-ii m-i-yak-m-um m-i-yak-m-aa
cL.4 k-i-yak k-i-yak-k-ii  k-i-yak-k-um  k-i-yak-k-aa
CL.5 p-i-yak p-i-yak-p-ii  p-i-yak-p-um  p-i-yak-p-aa
CL.6 Jj-i-yak j-i-yak-j-ii j-i-yak-j-um Jj-i-yak-j-aa

pl cL1-3 c-i-yak c-i-yak-c-ii  c-i-yak-c-um  c-i-yak-c-aa
cL.4—6 t-i-yak t-i-yak-t-ii t-i-yak-t-um t-i-yak-t-aa

Anim.  sg y-i-yak y-i-yak-y-ii  y-i-yak-y-um  y-i-yak-y-aa

pl b-i-yak b-i-yak-b-ii  b-i-yak-b-um  b-i-yak-b-aa
Dim. sg Jj-i-yak Jj-i-yak-j-ii Jj-i-yak-j-um j-i-yak-j-aa
pl t-i-yak t-i-yak-t-ii t-i-yak-t-um t-i-yak-t-aa
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Some dependent affixes may take >1 sort of carrier.

The inflection of the adjective YAK ‘big’

in Noon [Atlantic-Congo; Senegal]

Noun . Definite
Indefinite : : :
class Location 1 Location 2 Location 3

Nondim. Inanim. sg cL.1 w-i-yak  w-i-yak-w-ii  w-i-yak-w-um  w-i-yak-w-aa
CL.2 f-i-yak f-i-yak-f-ii  f-i-yak-f-um f-i-yak-f-aa
cL.3 m-i-yak  m-i-yak-m-ii m-i-yak-m-um m-i-yak-m-aa
cL.4 k-i-yak k-i-yak-k-ii  k-i-yak-k-um  k-i-yak-k-aa

cL.5  p-i-yak  p-i-y
L6  j-i-yak j-i-yd Dependent agreement

ol cL1-3 ciyak  ci-yl prefixes
cL.4—6 t-i-yak t-i-yq

Anim.  sg siyak iy BOth prefixal carriers

ol p-i-yak  b-i-yl and suffixal carriers N
Dim. sg Jj-i-yak J-i-yak=J=iy J-i-yak-j-um J-i-yak-j-ao
pl t-i-yak t-i-yak-t-ii t-i-yak-t-um t-i-yak-t-aa
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Some dependent affixes may take >1 sort of carrier.
The Limbu negative suffix -n

1sg me-nu:n-?<-n ‘I do not return’
1du excl me-nu:n-si-gel-n etc.

1pl excl me-nu:ks-i-gel-n

1duincl a-n-nu:p-si-n

1plincl a-n-nu:p-nen

2sg KE-N-NU:N-NEN
2du KE-N-NU:N-si-n
2pl <e-n-nu:ks-i-n
3sg ME-NU:N-nen
3du me-nu:n-si-n

3pl Me-N-nU:n-nen



Some dependent affixes may take >1 sort of carrier.
The Limbu negative suffix -n

1sg me-nu:n-?<-n ‘I do not return’
1du excl me-nu:n-si-gel-n etc.

1pl excl me-nu:ks-i-gel-n

1duincl a-n-nu:p-si-n

1plincl a-n-nu:p-nen :

25 cson nu'? nen Dependent negative
S & , suffix -n

2du KeE-N-nu:n-si-n

2pl ce-n-nu:ks-i-n Both prefixal carriers

3sg me-nu:n-nen and suffixal carriers

3du me-nu:n-si-n

3pl Me-N-nU:n-nen
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Some dependent affixes may take >1 sort of carrier.

How a dependent affix composes with a carrier

affix depends on whether these are prefixes or
suffixes, with four logical possibilities:

Property set o Property set t Propertyseto Ut
realized by realized by realized by
means of means of means of
dependent carrier compound
(i) prefix x- prefix y- prefix xy-
(ii) prefix x- suffix -y suffix -xy
(iii) suffix -x prefix y- prefix yx-

(iv) suffix -x suffix -y suffix -yx
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A dependent affix may have >1 carrier within a word form.



A dependent affix may have >1 carrier within a word form.

The Limbu negative suffix -n

1sg me-nu:n-?<-n ‘I do not return’
1du excl me-nu:n-si-gel-n etc.

1pl excl me-nu:ks-i-gel-n

1duincl a-n-nu:p-si-n

1plincl a-n-nu:p-nen

2sg KE-N-NU:N-NEN
2du KE-N-NU:N-si-n
2pl <e-n-nu:ks-i-n
3sg ME-NU:N-nen
3du me-nu:n-si-n

3pl Me-N-nU:n-nen



A dependent affix may have < 1 carrier within a word form.



A dependent affix may have < 1 carrier within a word form.

Swahili relative affixes

a. vitabu a-vi-soma-vyo Hamisi
books.cL.8 sBJ:cL.1-0BJ:CL.8-read-REL:CL.8 Hamisi.cL.1
‘the books which Hamisi reads’

b. vitabu a-na-vyo-vi-soma Hamisi
books.cL.8 sBJ:CL.1-TNS-REL:CL.8-0BJ:CL.8-read Hamisi.cL.1
‘the books which Hamisi is reading’

c. vitabu a-si-vyo-vi-soma Hamisi
books.cL.8 sBJ:CL.1-NEG-REL:CL.8-0BJ:CL.8-read Hamisi.cL.1
‘the books which Hamisi doesn’t read’



Three domains of variation among dependent affixes

 Some dependent affixes invariably require a carrier
affix, others don't.

* Some dependent affixes participate in a wider variety of
morphotactic relations than others.

 Some dependent affixes may have more than one
carrier in the same word form, others not.

Each can be plausibly seen as variation in the patterns of

compounding in which dependent affixes and carrier
affixes participate.
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