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There	is	a	tradi,on	of	
defining	affixed	word	
forms	as	ar,choke-like	
structures	consis,ng	of	a	
stem	that	hosts	
successive,	progressively	
peripheral	layers	of	
affixes:	
	
(	aff	(	aff	(stem)	aff	)	aff	)	



Yet,	many	morphological	
descrip,ons	instead	
define	affixed	word	forms	
as	having	the	mul,ply	
pinnate		structure	of	a	
bladderfern,	consis,ng	of	
a	stem	that	hosts	affixes	
that	may	themselves	host	
affixes:	
	
((	aff	aff	)(	stem	)(	aff	aff	))	
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Besides	shedding	important	light	on	one	variety	of	
mul,ple	exponence,	the	dis,nc,on	between	carrier	
affixes	and	dependent	affixes	suggests	a	concep,on	
of	morphotac,c	structure	in	which	affixes	may	
themselves	be	morphologically	complex:	
	 carrier		

affix	 + dependent	
affix	 =	 compound	

affix		
realizing	σ	

	
realizing	τ	

	
realizing	σ∪τ	

	
(Be$er:	 carrier		

rule	 + dependent	
rule	 =	 compound	

rule	
realizing	σ	 realizing	τ	 realizing	σ∪	τ	)	
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That	is,		
•  a	dependent	affix	is	an	exponent	of	some	
property	set	σ	whose	appearance	may	be	
con,ngent	on	that	of	some	other	affix,	its	
carrier;	and	

•  a	dependent	affix	and	its	carrier	together	form	a	
compound	affix.	
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This	concep,on	of	dependent	affixes	provides	one	way	of	
accoun,ng	for	the	varied	ways	in	which	they	behave.		
Here,	I	discuss	three	dimensions	of	varia,on:	

	
•  Some	dependent	affixes	invariably	require	a	carrier	
affix,	others	don’t.	

•  Some	dependent	affixes	par,cipate	in	a	wider	variety	of	
morphotac,c	rela,ons	than	others.	

•  Some	dependent	affixes	may	have	more	than	one	
carrier	in	the	same	word	form,	others	not.	
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Some	dependent	affixes	have	to	have	a	carrier.	
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The	first-person	singular	agent	suffix	-ŋ		
in	Limbu	[Kiranti;	Nepal]	

(positive	forms	of	HUʔMAʔ	‘teach’)	

	 	 stem	 NƐ	 Ɛ	 U	 Ŋ	 SI	 Ŋ	
Nonpreterite	 1sà2s	 huʔ	 nɛ	 	 	 	 	 	
	 1sà2d	 huʔ	 nɛ	 	 	 	 ci1	 ŋ	
	 1sà2p	 huʔ	 n(ɛ)	 	 	 	 i	 ŋ	
	 1sà3s	 huʔr	 	 	 u	 ŋ	 	 	
	 1sà3d	 huʔr	 	 	 u	 ŋ	 si	 ŋ	
	 1sà3p	 huʔr	 	 	 u	 ŋ	 si	 ŋ	
Preterite	 1sà2s	 huʔ	 n(ɛ)	 ɛ	 	 	 	 	
	 1sà2d	 huʔ	 n(ɛ)	 ɛ	 	 	 ci1	 ŋ	
	 1sà2p	 huʔ	 n(ɛ)	 (ɛ)	 	 	 i	 ŋ	
	 1sà3s	 huʔr	 	 (ɛ)	 u	 ŋ	 	 	
	 1sà3d	 huʔr	 	 (ɛ)	 u	 ŋ	 si	 ŋ	
	 1sà3p	 huʔr	 	 (ɛ)	 u	 ŋ	 si	 ŋ	
1.	alternant	of	si	(van	Driem	1987:	77)				

 

Some	dependent	affixes	have	to	have	a	carrier.	
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Limbu	verb	agreement	

Some	dependent	affixes	have	to	have	a	carrier.	

 
	 Content	 Exponence	
	 	  
a.	 {3rd	person	patient}		 	-u	
	 {3rd	person	patient,	1st	singular	agent}		 	-uŋ	
	 	 	
	 	  
b.	 {nonsingular	patient}		 	-si	
	 {nonthird	plural	patient}		 	-i	
	 {nonsingular	patient,	1st	singular	agent}		 	-siŋ	
	 {nonthird	plural	patient,	1st	singular	agent}		 	-iŋ	
	 	 	
	 	  
	 {1st	singular	agent}		 -ŋ	
 



 
	 Content	 Exponence	
	 	  
a.	 {3rd	person	patient}		 	-u	
	 {3rd	person	patient,	1st	singular	agent}		 	-uŋ	
	 	 	
	 	  
b.	 {nonsingular	patient}		 	-si	
	 {nonthird	plural	patient}		 	-i	
	 {nonsingular	patient,	1st	singular	agent}		 	-siŋ	
	 {nonthird	plural	patient,	1st	singular	agent}		 	-iŋ	
	 	 	
	 	  
	 {1st	singular	agent}		 -ŋ	
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Limbu	verb	agreement	

Some	dependent	affixes	have	to	have	a	carrier.	
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Some	dependent	affixes	have	a	carrier	only	if	one	is	handy.	



 
a.	 vitabu	 a-vi-soma-vyo		 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-OBJ:CL.8-read-REL:CL.8	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	reads’	
	 	 	 	
b.	 vitabu	 a-na-vyo-vi-soma	 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-TNS-	REL:CL.8-	OBJ:CL.8-read	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	is	reading’																																																																						
	 	 	 	
c.	 vitabu	 a-si-vyo-vi-soma		 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-NEG-	REL:CL.8-	OBJ:CL.8-read	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	doesn’t	read’	
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Swahili	rela,ve	affixes	

Some	dependent	affixes	have	a	carrier	only	if	one	is	handy.	



 
a.	 vitabu	 a-vi-soma-vyo		 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-OBJ:CL.8-read-REL:CL.8	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	reads’	
	 	 	 	
b.	 vitabu	 a-na-vyo-vi-soma	 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-TNS-	REL:CL.8-	OBJ:CL.8-read	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	is	reading’																																																																						
	 	 	 	
c.	 vitabu	 a-si-vyo-vi-soma		 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-NEG-	REL:CL.8-	OBJ:CL.8-read	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	doesn’t	read’	
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Swahili	rela,ve	affixes	

Some	dependent	affixes	have	a	carrier	only	if	one	is	handy.	
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Swahili	rela,ve	affixes	 
	
{REL:class	8}			 	 -vyo	
	 	 	
{pres}				 	 na-	
	 	 	
{pres,	REL:class	8}			 navyo-	
	

 

Some	dependent	affixes	have	a	carrier	only	if	one	is	handy.	



 
	
{REL:class	8}			 	 -vyo	
	 	 	
{pres}				 	 na-	
	 	 	
{pres,	REL:class	8}			 navyo-	
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Swahili	rela,ve	affixes	

Some	dependent	affixes	have	a	carrier	only	if	one	is	handy.	
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Some	dependent	affixes	take	only	one	sort	of	carrier.	
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Some	dependent	affixes	take	only	one	sort	of	carrier.	
Past-	and	perfect-tense	forms	of	HUṚ	‘see’	

in	Pengo	[S.	Central	Dravidian]	
	 	 Singular	 Plural	
Past	 1st		 	 huṛ-t-aŋ	 EXCL.	huṛ-t-ap,		

INCL.	huṛ-t-as	
	 2nd		 	 huṛ-t-ay	 huṛ-t-ader	
	 3rd		 m.	 huṛ-t-an	 huṛ-t-ar	
	 	 f.	

huṛ-t-at	
huṛ-t-ik	

	 	 n.	 huṛ-t-iŋ	
Perfect	

1st		 	 huṛ-t-aŋ-n-aŋ	
EXCL.	huṛ-t-ap-na,		
INCL.	huṛ-t-ah-na	

	 2nd		 	 huṛ-t-ay-na	 huṛ-t-ader-na	
	 3rd		 m.	 huṛ-t-an-na	 huṛ-t-ar-na	
	 	 f.	

huṛ-t-at-na	
huṛ-t-ik-n-ik	

	 	 n.	 huṛ-t-iŋ-n-iŋ	
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Some	dependent	affixes	take	only	one	sort	of	carrier.	
Past-	and	perfect-tense	forms	of	HUṚ	‘see’	

in	Pengo	[S.	Central	Dravidian]	
	 	 Singular	 Plural	
Past	 1st		 	 huṛ-t-aŋ	 EXCL.	huṛ-t-ap,		

INCL.	huṛ-t-as	
	 2nd		 	 huṛ-t-ay	 huṛ-t-ader	
	 3rd		 m.	 huṛ-t-an	 huṛ-t-ar	
	 	 f.	

huṛ-t-at	
huṛ-t-ik	

	 	 n.	 huṛ-t-iŋ	
Perfect	

1st		 	 huṛ-t-aŋ-n-aŋ	
EXCL.	huṛ-t-ap-na,		
INCL.	huṛ-t-ah-na	

	 2nd		 	 huṛ-t-ay-na	 huṛ-t-ader-na	
	 3rd		 m.	 huṛ-t-an-na	 huṛ-t-ar-na	
	 	 f.	

huṛ-t-at-na	
huṛ-t-ik-n-ik	

	 	 n.	 huṛ-t-iŋ-n-iŋ	
 

Dependent	agreement	
suffixes	

		

Carrier	is	likewise	suffixal	
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The	inflection	of	the	adjective	YAK	‘big’	
in	Noon	[Atlantic-Congo;	Senegal]	

		 		 		 Noun	
class	 Indefinite	

Definite	
		 		 		 Location	1	 Location	2	 Location	3	
Nondim.	 Inanim.	 sg	 CL.1	 w-i-yak	 w-i-yak-w-ii	 w-i-yak-w-um	 w-i-yak-w-aa	

CL.2	 f-i-yak	 f-i-yak-f-ii	 f-i-yak-f-um	 f-i-yak-f-aa	
CL.3	 m-i-yak	 m-i-yak-m-ii	 m-i-yak-m-um	 m-i-yak-m-aa	
CL.4	 k-i-yak	 k-i-yak-k-ii	 k-i-yak-k-um	 k-i-yak-k-aa	
CL.5	 p-i-yak	 p-i-yak-p-ii	 p-i-yak-p-um	 p-i-yak-p-aa	
CL.6	 j-i-yak	 j-i-yak-j-ii	 j-i-yak-j-um	 j-i-yak-j-aa	

pl	 CL.1–3	 c-i-yak	 c-i-yak-c-ii	 c-i-yak-c-um	 c-i-yak-c-aa	
CL.4–6	 t-i-yak	 t-i-yak-t-ii	 t-i-yak-t-um	 t-i-yak-t-aa	

Anim.	 sg	 y-i-yak	 y-i-yak-y-ii	 y-i-yak-y-um	 y-i-yak-y-aa	
pl	 ɓ-i-yak	 ɓ-i-yak-ɓ-ii	 ɓ-i-yak-ɓ-um	 ɓ-i-yak-ɓ-aa	

Dim.	 sg	 j-i-yak	 j-i-yak-j-ii	 j-i-yak-j-um	 j-i-yak-j-aa	
pl	 t-i-yak	 t-i-yak-t-ii	 t-i-yak-t-um	 t-i-yak-t-aa	

 

Some	dependent	affixes	may	take	>1	sort	of	carrier.	
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Some	dependent	affixes	may	take	>1	sort	of	carrier.	

Dependent	agreement	
prefixes	

		

Both	prefixal	carriers	
and	suffixal	carriers	
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Some	dependent	affixes	may	take	>1	sort	of	carrier.	

						The	Limbu	negative	suffix	-n	
	
1sg	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-ʔɛ-n	 	 ‘I	do	not	return’	
1du	excl	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-si-gɛ1-n	 	 etc.	
1pl	excl	 mɛ-nu:ks-i-gɛ1-n	
1du	incl	 a-n-nu:ŋ-si-n	
1pl	incl	 a-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
2sg	 kɛ-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
2du	 kɛ-n-nu:ŋ-si-n	
2pl	 kɛ-n-nu:ks-i-n	
3sg	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
3du	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-si-n	
3pl	 mɛ-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
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Some	dependent	affixes	may	take	>1	sort	of	carrier.	

Dependent	nega,ve	
suffix	-n	

		

Both	prefixal	carriers	
and	suffixal	carriers	

						The	Limbu	negative	suffix	-n	
	
1sg	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-ʔɛ-n	 	 ‘I	do	not	return’	
1du	excl	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-si-gɛ1-n	 	 etc.	
1pl	excl	 mɛ-nu:ks-i-gɛ1-n	
1du	incl	 a-n-nu:ŋ-si-n	
1pl	incl	 a-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
2sg	 kɛ-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
2du	 kɛ-n-nu:ŋ-si-n	
2pl	 kɛ-n-nu:ks-i-n	
3sg	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
3du	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-si-n	
3pl	 mɛ-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
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Some	dependent	affixes	may	take	>1	sort	of	carrier.	

How	a	dependent	affix	composes	with	a	carrier	
affix	depends	on	whether	these	are	prefixes	or	
suffixes,	with	four	logical	possibilities:	

	

Property	set	σ		
realized	by	
means	of	
dependent		

Property	set	τ		
realized	by	
means	of	
carrier	

Property	set	σ	∪	τ	
realized	by		
means	of		
compound	

(i)	 prefix	x-	 prefix	y-	 prefix	xy-	
(ii)	 prefix	x-	 suffix	-y	 suffix	-xy	
(iii)	 suffix	-x	 prefix	y-	 prefix	yx-	
(iv)	 suffix	-x	 suffix	-y	 suffix	-yx	
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A	dependent	affix	may	have	>1	carrier	within	a	word	form.	
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						The	Limbu	negative	suffix	-n	
	
1sg	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-ʔɛ-n	 	 ‘I	do	not	return’	
1du	excl	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-si-gɛ1-n	 	 etc.	
1pl	excl	 mɛ-nu:ks-i-gɛ1-n	
1du	incl	 a-n-nu:ŋ-si-n	
1pl	incl	 a-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
2sg	 kɛ-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
2du	 kɛ-n-nu:ŋ-si-n	
2pl	 kɛ-n-nu:ks-i-n	
3sg	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-nɛn	
3du	 mɛ-nu:ŋ-si-n	
3pl	 mɛ-n-nu:ŋ-nɛn	

A	dependent	affix	may	have	>1	carrier	within	a	word	form.	
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A	dependent	affix	may	have	≤	1	carrier	within	a	word	form.	



 
a.	 vitabu	 a-vi-soma-vyo		 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-OBJ:CL.8-read-REL:CL.8	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	reads’	
	 	 	 	
b.	 vitabu	 a-na-vyo-vi-soma	 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-TNS-	REL:CL.8-	OBJ:CL.8-read	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	is	reading’																																																																						
	 	 	 	
c.	 vitabu	 a-si-vyo-vi-soma		 Hamisi	
	 books.CL.8	 SBJ:CL.1-NEG-	REL:CL.8-	OBJ:CL.8-read	 Hamisi.CL.1	
	 ‘the	books	which	Hamisi	doesn’t	read’	
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Swahili	rela,ve	affixes	

A	dependent	affix	may	have	≤	1	carrier	within	a	word	form.	
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Three	domains	of	varia,on	among	dependent	affixes	
	

•  Some	dependent	affixes	invariably	require	a	carrier	
affix,	others	don’t.	

•  Some	dependent	affixes	par,cipate	in	a	wider	variety	of	
morphotac,c	rela,ons	than	others.	

•  Some	dependent	affixes	may	have	more	than	one	
carrier	in	the	same	word	form,	others	not.	

	
Each	can	be	plausibly	seen	as	varia,on	in	the	paeerns	of	
compounding	in	which	dependent	affixes	and	carrier	
affixes	par,cipate.	
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